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cry  from  the  captain  came  too  late  and  the  players  collided.  Both  were 
knocked  senseless.  Cassidy  soon  recovered  from  his  injuries,  but  it  was  a 
long  time  before  Gillespie  was  again  able  to  play  ball."  [7]  As  late  as 
1892  the  Caught  On  The  Fly  section  of  The  Sporting  News  was  still 
repeating  the  story  of  Gillespie's  injury.  Gillespie's  .827  fielding  average 
that  year  was  the  worst  of  his  career.  It  was  the  only  time  in  his  career 
that  his  fielding  average  would  not  exceed  the  League  average. 

Eighteen  eighty-two  marked  the  end  of  the  Troy  franchise.  During  the 
time  when  the  former  Troy  players'  futures  were  unsettled,  Gillespie  and 
Mickey  Welch  were  included  in  Buck  Ewing's  negotiations  with  O.P. 

Caylor  of  the  Cincinnati  American  Association  team,  to  move  the  three 
players  to  that  franchise.  Despite  possibly  having  signed  contracts  with 
Caylor  all  three  eventually  moved  to  the  New  York  National  League 
team.  [8]  The  move  of  Connor,  Welch,  Ewing  and  Gillespie  from  Troy  to 
New  York  has  lead  some  to  consider  the  event  as  a  franchise  move. 

In  New  York,  Gillespie  joined  another  Carbondalean  as  a  left  fielder  for  a 
New  York  major  league  franchise.  The  American  Association 
Metropolitan's  left  fielder,  Ed  Kennedy,  had  been  born  in  Carbondale, 
Pennsylvania  in  1856  and  had  also  participated  along  with  Gillespie  in 
the  Carbondale  club's  "Starring  Tour"  of  1875.  Kennedy  would  end  his 
major  league  career  with  the  Brooklyn  AA  franchise  in  1886  but  for  three 
seasons,  Carbondale  men  would  dominate  left  field  in  New  York  City. 

The  1883  New  York  National  League  season  began  with  newspapers 
reporting  General  Grant's  attendance  at  the  first  home  game  and  a 
number  of  early  victories  for  the  team,  but  by  the  end  of  the  season,  the 
fans  would  be  disappointed  by  a  sixth-place  finish.  The  32-year-old 
Gillespie  was  the  New  York  team's  first  Captain.  [9]  Eighteen  eighty- 
three  was  Gillespie's  best  offensive  year  and  he  would  be  among  the 
league  leaders  in  RBI,  base  hits,  triples,  batting  average  and  games. 

Eighteen  eighty-five  was  the  year  in  which  the  team  became  the  Giants 
and  missed  first  place  by  only  two  games.  Manager  Jim  Mutrie  took  to 
calling  the  team  "my  giants",  due  to  the  size  of  his  players.  While  not 
impressive  by  today's  standards,  Gillespie,  Connor  and  Gerhardt  at  6 
feet  or  over  were  considered  big  men.  A  July  16,  1906  Washington  Post 
article  bragging  about  that  city's  Nationals  averaging  six  feet,  still 
repeats  the  tale  of  the  original  Giants  being  "the  biggest  men  of  their 
playing  days." 

The  1885  Giants  were  "the  only  team  Triple  Crown  (fielding  average, 
earned  run  average  and  batting  average)  winner  in  the  nineteenth 
century  to  fail  to  capture  a  pennant"  and  have  "the  best  record  ever  by  a 
second-place  team".  [10]  The  1885  team  finished  higher  in  the  standings 
than  any  other  Gillespie  had  played  for.  Gillespie  led  the  league  among 
outfielders  with  a  .942  average.  This  fielding  average  is  the  record 
Gillespie  still  holds.  It  stands  as  the  lowest  average  in  a  season  by  a 
league  leader.  [11]  While  this  is  in  many  ways  a  "backhanded 
compliment",  Gillespie's  prowess  in  the  field  was  proven  without  a  glove. 


His  offensive  contributions  that  year  were  also  notable.  The  September 
11,  1885  New  York  Times  "Notes  of  The  Game"  reported  that  "Gillespie 
and  (Mike  "King")  Kelly  have  each  made  their  one  hundredth  base  hit." 

Eighteen  eighty-five  also  marked  the  founding  of  the  Brotherhood  of 
Professional  Baseball  Players.  Despite  his  close  connection  to  founders 

Connor,  Welch  and  Ewing,  Gillespie  never  joined  the  Brotherhood.  r 
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